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MRI SERVICE BEGINS IN FIVE HILLS HEALTH REGION 
The Five Hills Health Region is pleased to announce the start of its new MRI service at the Dr. F.H. 

Wigmore Regional Hospital in Moose Jaw.  This is the first rural MRI in the province of 

Saskatchewan. The announcement for the $3.46 million dollar addition to the new hospital project 

was made by the Minister of Health on May 29, 2014 and included a commitment to ongoing 

operational funding for this important service.  “Providing timely and high-quality medical imaging 

services for Saskatchewan patients is a high priority for our government,” said Health Minister Dustin 

Duncan. “The addition of MRI services in Moose Jaw will increase the public health system’s imaging 

capacity and help many people in Southern Saskatchewan receive a diagnosis and treatment 

sooner.”  

 

The new Philips Ingenia 1.5T MRI helps clinicians diagnose and treat cancer, heart disease, and 

other conditions earlier. Previously only available in Regina and Saskatoon, locating this MRI service 

in Moose Jaw means less travel and shorter wait times for area patients. 

 

“The incredible work and generosity of the Moose Jaw Health Foundation capital campaign 

committee and area residents has been key to the addition of this service in Moose Jaw.   The 

reduction in patient travel and wait times will result in more timely diagnostic information for 

patients and care providers, enabling better patient outcomes,” said Five Hills Health Region 

President and CEO, Cheryl Craig. 

 

“The MRI not only expands our diagnostic horizons, it enhances our ability to recruit and retain 

healthcare professionals, making Five Hills a true regional centre,” said Dr. Fred Wigmore, Five Hills 

Health Region Senior Medical Officer. 

 

The new MRI joins an existing suite of diagnostic equipment at the new hospital including a 128-slice 

CT scanner, two digital X-Ray machines, as well as ultrasound and fluoroscopy equipment. 

  

Approximately 370 patients from the Five Hills and Cypress Health Regions have been repatriated 

from wait lists in Regina and Saskatoon and will be the first priority for the new service.  It is 

anticipated that this volume of patients will take until sometime in March to complete after which 

new requisitions will be added to the list. “As with all diagnostic procedures, patients are referred for 

MRI service by a physician.  With the addition of MRI service, physicians will continue to refer 

patients for the most appropriate form of diagnostic testing to meet their needs. We are fortunate to 

be adding this technology to the various diagnostic options already available here in Moose Jaw,” 

said Patti Shirkey, Regional Director of Diagnostics. 

 

A Grand Opening event for this new service will be held in February.   
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